
 
 

2022 Maryland Asthma Summit Speaker Photos & Bios 

Day 1 – Wednesday, May 11, 2022, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM  

 

Ruth Ann Norton 
Ruth Ann Norton, President & CEO of the Green & Healthy Homes Initiative, joined the organization in 
1993 and has led its development into one of the nation’s most effective and foremost authorities on 
healthy housing and its impact on the social determinants of health and racial equity. An expert on 
asthma and lead poisoning prevention, healthy housing and the housing intersection of climate, energy 
and health, Ruth Ann directs GHHI’s national strategy, policy framework and services to advance 
housing as a platform for improved health, economic, educational and social outcomes for low-income 
communities.  
 
She broadened the organization’s mission by designing the GHHI comprehensive model in 2009 in 

partnership with HUD and CDC that is built on a framework of cross-sector collaboration. GHHI works in 

over 75 partner jurisdictions to implement its model that effectively integrates resources to 

comprehensively deliver lead hazard reduction, healthy homes, energy efficiency and housing 

rehabilitation interventions. She has been at the forefront in building the business case for healthcare 

investments in housing to address the social determinants of health and racial equity.  

 

Dr. Clifford Mitchell 
Dr. Cliff Mitchell is the Director of the Environmental Health Bureau for the Maryland Department of 
Health. The Office of Environmental Health and Food Protection was organized in July 2009 to oversee 
the Center for Environmental Health Coordination and the Office of Food Protection and Consumer  



 
 

Health Services. In July 2012, it reorganized as the Environmental Health Bureau. The Bureau oversees 
the Office of Food Protection and four centers: Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology; Healthy 
Homes and Community Services; Injury and Sexual Assault Prevention; and Injury Epidemiology. His 
responsibilities include environmental public health tracking, monitoring hazardous algal blooms, 
coordination of environmental health activities with other state agencies, and direction of the 
department’s preventive medicine residency program.  Prior to assuming his current position, Dr. 
Mitchell was an Associate Professor in the Department of Environmental Health Sciences at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. He has also done consulting for international, federal, state, 
and private entities in the fields of occupational health and indoor air quality.    

 

Dr. Kanta Sircar 
Kanta Sircar is the team lead for the asthma and air pollution epi team in the Asthma and Community 

Health Branch in the National Center for Environmental Health at the Centers for Disease Control. She 

provides technical assistance to international, federal, state and local health departments in asthma 

epidemiology and air pollution epidemiology, She is also a Commander in the Commissioned Corps of 
U.S. Public Health Service. 

 

Dr. Anayansi Lasso-Pirot 
Dr. Anayansi Lasso-Pirot is a pediatric pulmonologist in Baltimore, Maryland and is affiliated with 
multiple hospitals in the area, including University of Maryland Medical Center Midtown 
Campus and University of Maryland Medical Center. She received her medical degree from Universidad 
de Panama Faculty of Medicine and has been in practice for more than 20 years. 

Dr. Lasso-Pirot was named a Top Doctor in the specialty of Pediatric Pulmonology by Baltimore magazine 
in 2020. Her special interests include: 

https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/md/maryland-general-hospital-6320200
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/md/maryland-general-hospital-6320200
https://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/area/md/university-of-maryland-medical-center-6320330


 
• asthma in the Hispanic population 
• chronic lung disease of prematurity and infancy 
• reflux and its effect on lung disease 

 

 

Dr. Sacoby Wilson 
Dr. Sacoby Wilson is an Associate Professor with the Maryland Institute for Applied Environmental 
Health and Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics in the University of Maryland, College Park 
School of Public Health where he directs the Center for Community Engagement, Environmental Justice 
and Health (CEEJH).  Dr. Wilson has over 20 years of experience as environmental health scientist in the 
areas of exposure science, environmental justice, environmental health disparities, community-based 
participatory research, water quality analysis, air pollution studies, built environment, industrial animal 
production, climate change, community resiliency, and sustainability.  He works primarily in partnership 
with community-based organizations to study and address environmental justice and health issues and 
translate research to action. 

Day 2 – Thursday, May 12, 2022 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Michael McKnight 
Michael McKnight heads advocacy, policy analysis, and leads work on innovative financing and 
partnerships. He heads up projects around the country that include healthcare payers, healthcare 
providers, and healthy home providers, utilizing the impact that housing has on health outcomes as a 
new funding source for home repair services. He has focused on reimbursement for healthy homes 
interventions from Medicaid and other health care payers and the return on investment of education 
and environmental control in combatting asthma. He enjoys taking the lessons learned on the ground 

https://www.ceejh.center/
https://www.ceejh.center/


 
and formulating policy recommendations or identifying best practices to take to scale. He holds a degree 
in biomedical engineering from Harvard University. 

 

 

Dr. Meredith Christine McCormack 
Dr. McCormack is a pulmonary, critical care physician.  She is an expert in the diagnosis and treatment of 
patients with obstructive lung disease, including those with asthma and COPD.  She has expertise in 
pulmonary physiology.  She serves as the Medical Director of the Johns Hopkins University Pulmonary 
Function Laboratory and as the Vice Chair of the American Thoracic Society Committee for Proficiency 
Standards in Pulmonary Function Testing. 

She earned her M.D. from Jefferson Medical College of Thomas Jefferson University and her M.H.A from 
the Bloomberg School of Public Health. She completed her residency at Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital and performed a fellowship in pulmonary and critical care medicine at Johns Hopkins. She was 
the recipient of the Frederick L. Brancati Excellence in Mentoring Award. She serves as the Associate 
Program Director of the Johns Hopkins Pulmonary and Critical Care Fellowship program and plays an 
active role in mentoring fellows and junior faculty in the Division. 

 

Randy Jepperson 

Randy Jepperson is Housing Manager for Salt Lake County Housing & Community Development. He has 
been responsible for Salt Lake County’s housing programs for the last 28 years. Ten years ago, he helped 
Salt Lake County become part of the Green & Health Homes Initiative as a partner site in developing 
comprehensive health and housing programs. Mr. Jepperson has a master’s degree in Applied 
Economics from the University of Utah and completed a leadership program at the University of 
Maryland. He loves outdoor adventures. Last year he spent four days going down the Lower Salmon in 



 
Idaho with his grandson. He loves camping, fly fishing, boating, and going into the mountains with his 
Polaris Razor.  

 

 

Elizabeth Armour-Roth 
Elizabeth Armour-Roth is a registered nurse with over 35 years of experience. She is passionate about 
population health and has developed multiple care management programs in conjunction with 
community partners. These programs have improved the quality of care and outcomes for health plan 
members. Elizabeth is the director of Clinical Operations at University of Utah Health Plans 

 

Dr. Shilpa Patel 
Shilpa J. Patel, M.D., M.P.H., is the medical director for the Improving Pediatric Asthma Care (IMPACT) 
DC Asthma Clinic, an attending physician in the Children's National Emergency Department and an 
assistant professor of pediatrics at The George Washington University School of Medicine & Health 
Sciences (GW). 

Dr. Patel received a medical degree from Penn State College of Medicine and a master's degree in public 
health at GW. She completed a pediatric residency, chief residency and pediatric emergency medicine 
fellowship at Children's National Health System before joining the faculty. Dr. Patel is board-certified in 
pediatrics and pediatric emergency medicine. Her academic and clinical interests include: geographic 
predictors of health outcomes, asthma, firearm violence prevention and suicide prevention. 



 

 

Rose Gasner 
Rose Gasner is the Executive Vice President at AIRnyc. A lawyer by training, Rose worked in public health 
at the NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene in both program and legal roles for many years. 
Before joining AIRnyc three year ago, she was an Associate General Counsel at Healthfirst, the largest 
Medicaid managed care plan in NYC. She has been an adjunct professor at the City University School of 
Public Health as well as at Fordham Law School.  

 

Michelle Pottinger 
Michelle Pottinger has been with the St, Mary's County Health Department since August 2020; starting 
out as a Contact tracer to assist with COVID-19 efforts and later transitioned as the Coordinator of the 
Asthma & Lead Program at the St. Mary's County Health Department in December 2020. She has worked 
as the Asthma Program Coordinator in the last year and a half focusing on program recruitment and 
establishing community partnerships to grow the Asthma program. She has over 17 years of experience 
working in healthcare and has been a board-certified Occupational Therapist for the last 6 years with 
expertise working in home health care. Michelle serves on the Health Committee for the St. Mary's 
County NAACP chapter and participates with many local health organizations for community outreach. 
Certifications: Community Health Outreach Worker CHOW I, Board Certified Occupational Therapist MS, 
OTR/L 

 



 

 

Andrea Jenson 

Andrea M. Jensen, CHES ®, AE-C, has been at the Utah County Health Department since 2009. She is a  
Certified Asthma Educator and coordinates their Asthma Home Visit Program. She is past Chair of the 
Utah Asthma Task Force, past President of the Utah Chapter of the Society for Public Health Education, 
and current Executive Board Member for Association of Asthma Educators.     

 
She authors a blog, “My Life as an Asthma Mom”, which has been nationally recognized by Healthline as 
one of the Top Asthma Blogs for the last 9 years. It is included in NIH’s U.S. National Library of Medicine. 
She also writes articles for Health Union’s community websites asthma.net and allergies.net   
Andrea’s second career in Public Health career came as a direct result of wanting to help other families 
learn more about asthma. Asthma education is not just a job, it’s also her passion. She has lived with 
asthma all her life and managed her three children’s asthma for the last 22 years. Asthma and allergies 
have become her passion, and now helping others is her career 

 
 
 


