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Mississippi Committed to GHHI Mission
GHHI is making great inroads in Jackson, Mississippi, 
thanks to $400,000 grant received last spring from the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation. The funding has catalyzed our work 
there with the establishment and operation of a local GHHI 
office, and we welcomed Linda Perry in late 2013 as an Out-
come Broker in Jackson. Linda has helped the City develop 
a sustainable system to integrate environmental health and 
housing intervention programs.

Through this grant, GHHI will increase access to greener, 
healthier and more affordable homes in Jackson and the 
region. We will also build a pathway to community-based 
green and healthy housing rehabilitation jobs.

Jackson is the 16th city nationally to implement GHHI and 
begin integrating health and housing programs to better 
serve its community. Through the GHHI approach, Jackson 
residents will be able to experience the health improve-
ments and cost savings that have taken place in sites 
across the country.

“The Kellogg Foundation is committed to working with 

community partners that strive to create a better future for 
Mississippi’s children,” remarked William Buster, director of 
Mississippi and New Orleans programs. “We share a com-
mon goal with the Green & Healthy Homes Initiative’s effort 
to see that children and families have a healthy and safe 
place to live.”

In Memory of Mayor Chokwe Lumumba

GHHI joins the citizens of Jackson and the entire state of 
Mississippi in mourning the loss of Mayor Chokwe Lumumba. 
We express our condolences to the mayor’s family, friends 
and the citizens of Jackson.

The overall aim of the Lumumba administration was to bring 
Jackson to unprecedented levels of growth and prosperity. 
Mayor Lumumba was a visionary leader and a committed 
champion for social justice and sustainable redevelopment.

GHHI was privileged to work alongside Mayor Lumumba 
in creating a strategy to rehabilitate existing housing 
stock and develop sustainable green and energy efficient 
neighborhoods.  We pledge to honor Mayor Lumumba’s life 
and his legacy by continuing our work on behalf of children 
and families in Jackson and throughout Mississippi.

Update from Our President and CEO
2013 was a year of innovation and impact for Green & 
Healthy Homes Initiative® (GHHI®). We made great strides 
at each of our 16 sites and I’m proud to share that, to 
date, the GHHI model has produced 4,909 housing units 
nationwide. Last year we also collected a number of best 
practices for launching and developing new sites, and have 
already begun putting those lessons to good use. Look for 
a new GHHI paper this summer, discussing lessons learned 
as a guide for taking action to achieve collective impact in 
the field of healthy housing. 

Evidence-based practices and strong data collection 
continue to be a primary focus for GHHI, as they are vital 
to informing and influencing decisions by policy makers 
and funders. Our goal is to support our field by showing 
what works— that by taking a comprehensive approach, 
we not only improve living conditions for families who need 
it most, but enhance their quality of life and potential for 
advancement. 

For example, we are helping children be healthy and ready 
to learn in the classroom, setting them on a path to thrive 
throughout their lives. Consider the latest numbers out 
of Maryland: by addressing asthma triggers in the homes 
of Baltimore children with chronic asthma, we have been 
able to reduce asthma related hospitalizations by over 
60% and emergency department visits by 25%. And we 
found another outcome compelling—a 62% increase in 
participants reporting asthma-related perfect attendance 
for their child (i.e. zero school absences due to asthma 
episodes). With their children in school, more parents are 

able to return to work and reliably support their families. 
The connection between healthy homes and education 
cannot be understated.

In 2014 GHHI plans to double our coverage to 30 cities. 
With your support, we can make this happen. We need your 
help refocusing the country’s efforts to eliminate childhood 
lead poisoning. We also need to make the business and 
moral case for using healthcare and education dollars 
to remedy the root causes of lead poisoning, asthma 
and home-based injuries. This influx of funding would 
dramatically increase service delivery in housing across the 
country and fundamentally change the lives of millions of 
families.

We encourage you to attend the National Healthy Homes 
Conference in Nashville, May 28-30. GHHI thought leaders 
will be speaking on a number of topics and sharing lessons 
learned from regions across the country. I look forward 
to engaging with GHHI’s supporters, partners and future 
partners at the conference, and to furthering our common 
mission: creating healthy homes for all. 

Ruth Ann Norton

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org
http://www.healthyhomesconference.org/
http://www.healthyhomesconference.org/
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Success Story: From House of Horrors to Dream Home
By GHHI Salt Lake Staff

Crystal Fulton will never forget the 
day she walked into the offices of the 
Green & Healthy Homes Initiative Salt 
Lake (GHHI Salt Lake) with an appli-
cation for home assistance. She had 
just discovered that her home was 
filled with black mold and termites. 
Her 2-year-old son was suffering from 
pneumonia. She and her sons were 
on breathing machines and expen-
sive medications for respiratory prob-
lems. Her husband TJ was working 
out of town. They were buried by all 
their medical and home repair bills, 
and she was at the end of a much 
frayed rope. What Crystal discovered 
about this program would change her 
family’s life. 

But first a little history. When the  
Fultons initially saw the home they 
now live in, it was hard to get a good 
look at it. It was midnight and the  
fixtures had been taken by the  
previous owners. The home was in 
foreclosure. However, even with flash-
lights, Crystal and TJ thought they had 
found a great opportunity for their 
family in a perfect neighborhood. 
They had been living in a 600-square 
foot apartment with two children, 
while TJ started a new business. The 
next morning they put a bid on the 
home, contingent on inspection. Forty 
seven other people bid on the home 
that same day. The bank accepted 
their bid and the home passed three  
separate inspections.

It seemed like things were starting 
to look up for them, that is, until they 
actually moved in. They turned the 
water on and found that the pressure 
valve was not installed properly, and 
because of that, every valve in the 
house blew apart. A year later, they 
noticed a crack in the sewage line 
going into the concrete. Sewage was 
leaking into their basement. Soon 
after they had repaired this problem, 
Crystal came out of the shower to 
discover the tile in the master bath 
was so soggy she almost fell through 
the floor. They ripped out the entire 
bathroom and replaced everything 
but the toilet. 

Shortly thereafter, TJ was trans-
ferred out of town for work, which 
left Crystal at home taking care of 
her increasingly sick children. The 
children were missing school—a lot 
of it. Crystal and the boys were using 
inhalers and a breathing machine 
and taking steroids, antifungal and 
anti-nausea medicine to combat 
respiratory problems. 

Her 2 year old was so sick that his 
hair was falling out. One day, Crystal 
came home and found her basement 
flooded. Even when she turned off 
the water, the flooding continued. 

Desperate to find the source, she 
tore into the sheetrock. She was 
devastated by what she found. The 
walls were filled with water and dead 
termites. She cleaned the mess up 
the best she could, but within four 
days she had black mold growing on 
the concrete floor. She pulled down 
more sheetrock and found two layers 
of sheetrock where more mold and 
live termites had been walled up. 
Studs crumbled off walls. There were 
even live wires that could have set 
their house on fire. “It was like a hor-
ror movie,” Crystal said. 

CONTINUE ON PAGE 7

Crystal and TJ Fulton enjoying a day at the beach with their two healthy sons.

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org
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States to Receive Funding from Increased FY14 Budget
By Michael McKnight,  
GHHI Senior Policy Officer

On January 17, President Obama signed the $1.1 trillion 
Omnibus Bill that funds the government for the 2014 fiscal 
year. For the last two years, the government was funded 
through Continuing Resolutions, which are temporary fund-
ing bills that sustain funding for agencies and programs 
based on the prior year’s level. The budget was affected by 
the sequester, automatic across the board cuts that went 
into effect in 2013 based on an agreement Congress made 
in the Budget Control Act in 2011. The Omnibus Bill adjusts 
funding for several programs important to making homes 
green, healthy and safe.

The bill is good news for the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) Healthy Homes and Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Program, a critical resource to ensure the health 
of our nation’s children. The program, which maintains a 
national surveillance system that tracks children with el-
evated blood lead levels, was funded at $15 million, a dra-
matic increase from last year’s $2.45 million. The program 
acts as the eyes and ears of lead poisoning prevention 
activities. Two years ago, this CDC program was drastically 
cut from $29 million to $2 million, with no resources going 
to state and city lead poisoning prevention programs. The 
cuts greatly hampered local communities’ efforts to identify 
children in need of services.

In 2012 the CDC moved from the outdated 10 µg/dl “level 
of concern” to a blood lead reference level of 5 µg/dl at 
which CDC recommends public health actions be initiated. 
More than 535,000 children are above this current level 
and in need of services. The Green & Healthy Homes Initia-
tive (GHHI) worked with mayors on a resolution by the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors calling on the program to be funded 
at $50 million to meet this critical need.

In other good news, the Department of Energy Weatheriza-
tion Assistance Program (WAP) is funded at $174 million. 
There had been some concern that WAP funding may be set 
at a much lower annual level following the influx of funds for 
weatherization during the American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (Stimulus). The FY14 level is more in line with 
pre-Stimulus funding for WAP.

There isn’t all good news in the new funding bill, however. 
The CDC Community Transformation Grants and the Depart-
ment of Education’s Promise Neighborhood Grants were 
not funded. The Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard 
Control was budgeted $110 million for FY14, a decrease 
from the previous level of $120 million. Of that total, $15 
million is provided for healthy homes grants. For the lead 
hazard demonstration reduction program, targeted to 
municipalities with the highest needs, $45 million has been 
made available. 

Other key programs at HUD were increased, including Com-
munity Development Block Grant Program set at $3.1 bil-
lion, a $263 million escalation, and the HOME Investment 
Partnership Program set at $1 billion, a $50 million in-
crease. EPA’s Indoor State Radon Grant Program increased 
dramatically, with funding at $34.53 million, an increase of 
$30.7 million from last year. 

Having a new budget bill provides more opportunity to ad-
vance green and healthy housing; and, with a normal fiscal 
calendar underway leading to FY15, GHHI will be advocat-
ing to build on increases in funding.

Policymakers
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Ask the Experts: How to Reduce Asthma Triggers at Home
By Ezinne Chinemere,  
GHHI Environmental Health Educator

The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative 
has leading experts on lead safety, 
environmental health, family advo-
cacy, home safety issues, pest control 
and more. As the weather changes, 
asthma and allergy symptoms natu-
rally increase. Read on to learn how 
to prevent and ease symptoms. If 
you have a question for the experts, 
please email info@ghhi.org.

What are dust mites and how can 
I decrease them in my home?

Dust mites are microscopic organ-
isms that can be found in every 
home. Dust mites feed on dead skin 
cells often located on pillows, mat-
tresses, carpets and upholstered 
furniture. 

To decrease the presence of dust 
mites in your home, follow these 
steps:

• Wash bedding weekly in hot 
water.

• Use dust-proof mattress and 
pillow covers.

• Vacuum weekly with a HEPA 
vacuum cleaner, especially in 
bedroom areas.

• Dust weekly with a damp cloth.
• Reduce moisture sources to 

decrease humidity. 
• Reduce clutter.

How can I decrease tobacco 
smoke exposure in my home?

• Don’t smoke indoors.
• When smoking outside, be sure 

the door is closed completely 
to prevent smoke from drifting 
inside.

• Change clothes after smoking, 
especially before spending time 
with asthmatics.

• Seek help to stop smoking. 

Can mold in my home trigger my 
child’s asthma? What can I do to 
eliminate mold?

Mold spore inhalation can trigger 
asthma attacks, especially in chil-
dren. Your child may also be allergic 
to mold. People with mold allergies 
may experience watery eyes, head-
aches, runny noses and itching. 

To eliminate and prevent mold in 
homes, use these techniques:

• Identify and fix all water problems 
(roof and pipes leaks). Look for 
water stains on ceilings, walls 
and floors.

• Make sure your home is 
properly ventilated, especially 
in bathrooms, kitchens and 
basements.

• Avoid carpeting in kitchens, 
bathrooms and basements.

• Clean flooded areas in the home 
within one day.

• Mold on surfaces 10 square feet 
or less can be cleaned with a 
damp cloth or mop and detergent 
solution. Mold on surfaces 
more than 10 square feet 
should be cleaned by a licensed 
professional mold remediation 
company.

Is there a connection between 
the weather and my child’s 
asthma?

Cold/dry air and hot/humid air can 
trigger asthma symptoms. To help 
protect you child from the extreme 
weather elements parents should:

• Check forecasts for pollen and 
ozone levels in their local region.

• Keep children indoors on 
extremely hot or cold days.

• Make sure your child wears a 
scarf over his or her nose and 
mouth during cold weather 
seasons.

• Keep windows closed at night 
when it’s cold outside.

• Carry your child’s rescue inhaler 
and spacer with you in case of 
emergency.

Can home weatherization improve 
asthma symptoms?

Yes, data shows weatherization, 
combined with healthy homes interven-
tions can improve asthma symptoms 
by preventing excess cold and humid 
air from entering the home. Weather-
ization can also improve the quality 
of air circulating through the home’s 
ventilation systems and assist with the 
elimination of mold and moisture in the 
home, particularly in areas such as the 
bathroom, kitchen and basement.1 

1Breysse, J., Dixon, S., Gregory, J., Philby, M., Jacobs, D. E., & Krieger, J. (2014). Effect of Weatherization Combined With Community Health Worker In-Home Education on Asthma 
Control. American Journal of Public Health, 104(1) e57-e64 (doi: 10.2105/AJPH.2013.301402). 

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org
mailto:info%40ghhi.org?subject=Ask%20the%20Experts
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California Wins $1.15 Billion Judgment in Lead-Based Paint Case
By Shakétta Denson,  
GHHI Family Advocacy Attorney

Thirteen years ago, a number of local cities and counties in 
California undertook the daunting task of suing the largest 
lead paint and pigment manufacturers in the country. In 
2013, they won a $1.15 billion judgment against NL Indus-
tries, ConAgra Grocery Products Company and the Sherwin-
Williams Company. The 10 cities and counties included 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Oakland, San Diego, Alameda, 
Santa Clara, Monterey, San Mateo, Solano and Ventura, 
who brought an action for fraud, strict liability, negligence, 
unfair business practices and public nuisance all arising out 
of the manufacture and marketing of lead paint pigment in 
paint products. 

Historically, these types of cases have been hard fought but 
lost because of the substantial legal hurdles that must be 
overcome. The legal challenges stem from difficulty proving 
the connection between the plaintiff and the exact source 
of the paint used decades ago. Lead-based paint was so 
widely used in the U.S. before the 1978 ban that it is often 
hard for a plaintiff to determine who is responsible for the 
harm or which manufacturer’s paint was actually used in 
the home in question. As a result, more than 40 such cases 
against the lead pigment and lead-based paint manufactur-
ers have been dismissed on technical legal grounds.  

The case was eventually reduced to a nuisance action 
claiming that the lead pigment and paint manufacturers 
created a “public nuisance” by their promotion of lead 
paint for interior use. The defendants claimed that since 
many of the companies were no longer in existence, they 
never engaged in such behavior. A nuisance action must 
show that the defendants’ conduct is a substantial factor 
in bringing the harm. Whether or not the harm was known 
or should have been known does not absolve the liability. 
In this case, the Court held that each defendant knew or 
should reasonably have known that exposure to lead at 
high levels, including exposure to lead paint, was detrimen-
tal to children’s health.

This case is ground breaking in that past cases have been 
based on the manufacture, distribution and failure to warn 
of lead paint and the dangers associated with the use and 
exposure to lead paint pigment. California alleged that the 

companies marketed the product and engaged in exclusive 
deals with several lumber yards and home building compa-
nies to use their lead-based paint, knowing of the dangers 
that such use could cause.

The State produced evidence to support their claims includ-
ing minutes from meetings of the Lead Industries Asso-
ciation (LIA) and the National Paint Varnish and Lacquer 
Association (NPVLA). The companies found liable at one 
point in time were active members of these organizations, 
often sending top executive representatives to meetings 
where doctors and medical professionals produced data 
that showed the harm to adults and children from long-term 
exposure to lead paint. 

On December 16, 2013, The Superior Court of California for 
Santa Clara County ultimately found that the extent of lead 
paint promotion, along with the defendants’ knowledge of 
the harm, did rise to the level of a public nuisance. Lastly, 
the Court held that the public nuisance still exists and that 
local lead poisoning prevention programs lack the resourc-
es to effectively address the problem.

In a landmark ruling, the 
Court ordered that the 
companies must pay 
$1.15 billion over four 
years to a dedicated 
lead abatement fund 
that will focus on abat-
ing the nuisance. The 
fund will place a prior-
ity on helping families 
residing in homes with 
young children and 
other high risk hous-
ing through outreach, 
inspections and lead 
hazard reduction includ-
ing the replacement 
of leaded windows 
and doors. 

The case is expected to 
be appealed to the Court 
of Appeals for California. 

If finalized, the $1.15 
billion lead abatement 
fund will focus on targeted 
housing in 10 jurisdictions 
as follows:  

Alameda*: $103,500,000

Los Angeles: $632,500,000

Monterey: $23,000,000

San Diego: $80,500,000

San Francisco: $80,500,000

San Mateo: $57,500,000

Santa Clara: $103,500,000

Solano: $23,000,000

Ventura: $46,000,000

*Includes the city of Oakland

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org
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Partner Spotlight: First Focus Advances Asthma Policy Change
By Lisa Shapiro, Vice President for 
Health Policy at First Focus

First Focus is a national, bipartisan ad-
vocacy organization dedicated to mak-
ing children and families the priority in 
federal policy and budget decisions. 

We work on issues affecting every 
aspect of a child’s life, including health 
policy, child welfare policy, education re-
form, immigration reform, tax policy and 
more. Children don’t live in silos, and 
we move beyond individual issues to 
serve the more important role of being 
children’s advocates. Therefore we take 
a cross-sector approach to our policy 
advocacy with a focus on addressing 
the needs of the most vulnerable chil-
dren in our society. 

First Focus, the Merck Childhood 
Asthma Network (MCAN) and the De-
partment of Health Policy at the George 
Washington University School of Public 
Health and Health Services convene the 
Childhood Asthma Leadership Coali-
tion, a national, multi-sector coalition to 

improve policymaking around childhood 
asthma. The coalition brings policy 
advocates, patient advocates, research-
ers, clinicians and other perspectives 
together to identify policy solutions that 
can make a difference for children living 
with asthma.

Last year, the Childhood Asthma Lead-
ership Coalition brought a wide range of 
voices together in support of a Medicaid 
regulation released by the federal Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices (CMS) that could allow Medicaid 
reimbursement for preventive communi-
ty-based asthma management services. 
These services help children and their 
caregivers proactively mitigate asthma 
triggers and manage asthma symptoms 

throughout their daily routine. They also 
prevent the need for costly emergency 
room visits and show a significant re-
turn on investment. 

Now, the Coalition is working together to 
help the new policy succeed and guide 
CMS in ensuring that Medicaid funds 
support community-based initiatives 
with the best chance of delivering real 
improvements in the lives of children 
and adults living with asthma and real 
value for taxpayers. 

The diverse membership of the Child-
hood Asthma Leadership Coalition will 
help First Focus accelerate progress 
toward the shared goal of improving 
the prevention, diagnosis, treatment 
and long-term management of child-
hood asthma. 

Organizations interested in learning 
more about the Childhood Asthma 
Leadership Coalition or becoming coali-
tion members can visit  
www.childhoodasthma.org.

Success Story: GHHI Salt Lake and the Fulton Family
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

When she called her insurance agent, 
he said that they wouldn’t cover a 
problem of this magnitude. She called a 
restoration company to see if there was 
any way she could save her home. They 
sent her to GHHI Salt Lake. She wasn’t 
sure what the program was, but she 
was willing to try anything.

After an assessment, GHHI Salt Lake 
filled three giant dumpsters with debris 
from the basement. The black mold 
and termites were removed and rain 
gutters, new window wells and smoke 
alarms were installed. The basement 
was reinsulated and the plumbing in 
the bathroom was replaced, along with 
the flooring, air ducts and electrical haz-
ards. Finally, GHHI Salt Lake put in an 
air filtration system that Crystal enthusi-
astically calls “a God-send.”

Since the repair, the Fulton children 
have only missed three days of school. 
They have not needed to see a doctor. 

Crystal has given away their breathing 
machines because they don’t use them 
anymore. “It brings tears of joy to my 
eyes,” Crystal said. “It has made such a 
difference. This program has changed 
the quality of our lives. Green & Healthy 
Homes Initiative is our miracle!”

The Fulton family was one of the first 
households assisted through GHHI Salt 
Lake.

The Green & Healthy Homes Initiative Salt Lake 
Coalition Compact was signed on November 
28, 2013. The members of the GHHI Salt Lake 
Coalition include University of Utah Pediatrics, 
Intermountain Health Care, State of Utah Asthma 
Taskforce, Salt Lake Valley Habitat for Humanity, 
CAP Weatherization, Community Development 
Corporation of Utah, Utah Clean Energy, Neighbor-
Works Salt Lake, Valley Services, Assist Inc., Salt 
Lake City, Salt Lake County and Vorda Landscape 
Design. Since the signing of the Compact, Com-
munidas Unidas, West Valley City, Utah Society 
for Environmental Education and the University 
of Utah Hospital Health Plans Caregiver program 
have become members of GHHI Salt Lake. 

In 2013, GHHI Salt Lake provided assistance 
to 60 households and anticipates helping 120 
households in 2014. To help those with the 
greatest needs, GHHI Salt Lake is partnering 
with University of Utah Hospital Health Care 
Plans Caregiver program to provide assistance to 
approximately 40,000 of the most chronically ill 
patients across the Wasatch Front in Utah. This 
partnership combined with its other partners 
helps bring together $2.5 million Lead and 
Healthy Homes funds from HUD and approximate-
ly $300,000 from local foundations (including 
Home Depot) to have a comprehensive program 
with strong case management, strong housing 
providers and effective team based in Salt Lake 
County government. 

GHHI National recently awarded a $100,000 
Challenge Grant to GHHI Salt Lake to match 
contributions from several local organizations 
including Sorenson Legacy Foundation 
($65,000), Wells Fargo Bank ($50,000), Steiner 
Foundation ($40,000), Larry H. Miller & Gail 
Miller Family Foundation ($25,000), The George 
S. and Delores Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation 
($20,000) and Teleperformance ($18,000).

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org
http://www.childhoodasthma.org


About the Green 
& Healthy Homes 
Initiative 
The Green & Healthy Homes 
Initiative (formerly the 
Coalition to End Childhood 
Lead Poisoning) replaces 
stand-alone programs with 
a comprehensive strategy to 
improve health, economic 
and social outcomes for  
children, families and seniors 
through a proven integrated 
housing intervention frame-
work. GHHI is supported by 
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the 
U.S. Department of Energy, 
and national and local  
philanthropies.

Currently, there are 16 GHHI 
sites nationally: Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Buffalo, Chicago, 
Cleveland, Denver, Detroit, 
Dubuque, Flint, Jackson, 
New Haven, Oakland, 
 Philadelphia, Providence, 
Salt Lake and San Antonio.

Healthy Homes, Happy Families  
Ruth Ann Norton, President & CEO 
Editor: Sarah Kinling, Marketing & Communications Specialist 
 

GHHI Offices:
Baltimore, Maryland  
2714 Hudson Street 
Baltimore, MD 21224

Washington, DC 
1612 K Street NW Suite 902 
Washington, DC 20006

Providence, Rhode Island  
460 Harris Avenue Suite 202 
Providence, RI 02909

For more information about GHHI, including how to bring the Initiative to a community to near you, please call 410-534-6447 
or 800-370-5323. Or send an e-mail to info@ghhi.org.

Become a fan of GHHI on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GHHINational or follow us on Twitter  
@HealthyHousing. 
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